THE  BISTORT   OF  SPIRITUALISM

certain members of the Commission were present all phe-
nomena ceased. This substantiates the correctness of
Mr. Hazard's position ; and there is no one who has had
an experience with mediums, sufficient to render his opinion
of any value, who will not endorse it. The spirits knew
what elements they had to deal with ; they endeavoured
to eliminate those that rendered their experiments nuga-
tory ; they failed to do this through the ignorance, wilful-
ness or prejudice of the Commission, and the experiments
failed ; so the Commission, very " wise in its own conceit/'
decided that all was fraud,

Light,* in its notice of the report, says what needs
saying as much now as in 1887 :

We notice with some pleasure, though without any
marked expectation of what may result from the pursuance
of bad methods of investigation, that the Commission pro-
poses to continue its quest " with minds as sincerely and
honestly open as heretofore to conviction." Since this is
so, we presume to offer a few words of advice founded
upon large experience. The investigation of these obscure
phenomena is beset with difficulty, and any instructions
that can be given are derived from a knowledge which is
to a great extent empirical. But we know that prolonged
and patient experiment with a properly constituted circle
is a sine qua non. We know that all does not depend on
the medium, but that a circle must be formed and varied
from time to time experimentally, until the proper con-
stituent elements are secured. What these elements may
be we cannot tell the Seybert Commission. They must
discover that for themselves. Let them make a study in
the literature of Spiritualism of the varied characteristics
of mediumship before they proceed to personal experiment.
And when they have done this, and perhaps when they have

*  1887, p. 391*
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